
Digital Zoning 
Project

(Dead Sea Scrolls Replacement 
Project)



Goal of the Project

• Replace County’s old (up to 50 years) paper 
zoning maps with digital map

• Make digital zoning maps available online for 
public use

• Confirm existing zoning for all parcels in the 
County of Maui

• Taking one island at a time – Maui first.



What is Zoning?

• Determines how property may be used and 
where structures may be placed

• Promotes orderly pattern of development

• Separates incompatible land uses

• Zoning is the first thing land owners must be 
aware of before developing their property



How is property in Maui County 
zoned?

• Comprehensive Zoning Maps

• Individual Changes in Zoning

• Comprehensive Ordinances



Blank Maui

No Zoning
740,000 BC - 1957



Interim Zoning

Interim Zoning - 1958



Original LZM Outlines

Comprehensive Land
Zoning Maps - 1960’s

(Limited Coverage)



All further LZM and CIZ Maps

Later Zoning Maps 
and Individual 

Changes in Zoning
1960’s - Present



Comprehensive Rural 
Zoning Ordinance - 1997
(Community Plan and State Land Use = Rural and 

< 15 acres and not in Hana CP)



Comprehensive 
Agricultural Zoning
Ordinance – 1999

(Community Plan = AG)



Current Zoning 
2017



What were the challenges to 
accomplish the goals of the project?

• Age and lack of detail of original maps

• Poor quality of maps (worn out, falling apart)

• No single complete set of maps for the island.  
Zoning is a patchwork of State Interim 
ordinance, original 1960’s Land Zoning Maps 
for urban areas, County Agricultural and Rural 
zoning ordinances and individual zoning 
changes.



Scale of maps make individual parcel 
determinations difficult.



Homes in “Proposed Road” zoning

Homes in “Drainage” Zoning

Legacy zonings still on maps, and 
do not match actual development.  



• Confirm zoning accurately and efficiently

• Greater public access to accurate zoning information

• Reduced zoning determinations by Department staff 
(Between FY 2013 and FY 2016  we processed 21,457 
Zoning Verification forms)

• Improved coordination between government agencies 

• Will be a key foundation for the upcoming County 
Online Permitting Process

Project Benefits



Examples of 
Current Zoning Map Issues

to be Addressed



North Kihei











Wailuku Heights















Pukalani Golf Course





















Mahalo

Dead Sea Scrolls Replacement Team
DSSRT@mauicounty.gov

270-6272
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Background on Zoning Maps
 Planning Department has undertaken a project to replace the County’s 

official paper zoning maps with digital or electronic versions, available on the 

Internet.

 The existing paper maps are, in some cases, old, worn, and outdated – hence 

the nickname “Dead Sea Scrolls.”

 These paper maps also contain inadvertent errors.

 The purpose of the bills before you are to recognize up-to-date Geographical 

Information System-based maps to be the official zoning maps for the County. 

 This will increase zoning maps’ accuracy, clarity, and ease of use.  

 In the initial phases of the project, a digital zoning map will be made 

available only for the Island of Maui. 

 More detailed background is provided at the end of this presentation, which 

includes a copy of the presentation made in public-outreach meetings in the 

spring.
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Current Policies on Zoning Maps

 Section 8-8.3, Maui County Charter:

“The planning director shall: . . . 

(6) Prepare, administer, and enforce zoning 
ordinances, zoning maps and regulations and any 
amendments or modifications thereto.”

 Chapter 19.06, Maui County Code:

Says paper zoning maps shall be kept on file as 
official maps.

Establishes policies for determining boundaries 
of zoning districts.
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Department’s Position

 Consistent with the Charter’s grant of authority to the Planning Director to 

publish and maintain zoning maps, Chapter 19.06 of the Maui County Code 

should be amended to recognize a digital map as the official zoning map and 

to update the standards for determining the boundaries of zoning districts. 

 Enactment of these ordinances would be consistent with a number of General 

Plan policies, goals, and objectives, including the following components of 

the Countywide Policy Plan:

“Government services will be transparent, effective, efficient, and responsive to 

the needs of residents” (page 78).

“Facilitate the community’s ability to obtain relevant documentation” (page 

79).

“Use advanced technology to improve efficiency” (page 79).

“Expand government online services” (page 80).
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Commission’s Options 
The Commission can choose one of the following options:

1) Recommend that the County Council approve the following bills, as 

requested by the Planning Director:

 A bill to adopt a digital zoning map for Maui, titled “A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE 

ADOPTING A DIGITAL ZONING MAP AS THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FOR THE 

ISLAND OF MAUI.” (This adopts the “as-is” map, reflecting current zoning.)

 A bill to establish updated County policy on determining boundaries for zoning 

districts and to comprehensively update the digital zoning map for the Island 

of Maui, titled “A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 19, MAUI COUNTY 

CODE, RELATING TO ZONING DISTRICTS AND MAPS.” (This adopts the 

“corrected” map, including corrections of zoning errors.)

2) Recommend that the Council pass the bills with amendments.

3) Vote to defer action in order to gather additional information.
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